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There have been several announcements recently within 
the US Army about some significant changes that have 
either already occurred or are upcoming.  

Some of these include the new Secretary of the Army,  
the establishment of a new Futures Command, the  
standup of the Cross-Functional Teams and their 
relationship to existing US Army organizations. 

There have also been a spate of events here at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground over the last two months that have been 
attempting to address some of these changes. Collectively 
all these things are likely to have an effect on just how the 
US Army will develop materiel solutions and acquire things 
in the future. So, I would like to share some quotes and 
thoughts from some of the recent speakers that have had  
a significant impression on me. 

Mr. Patrick O’Neil, SES, Director of the Army 
Communications Electronics Research, Development and 
Engineering Center (CERDEC) in his opening remarks 
to the 2018 CERDEC Technical Interchange Meeting 
(TIM) shared that much of the research and development 
activities in which CERDEC is involved in today trace their 
roots back to the Army Pigeon Service.  

He shared that over 54,000 pigeons were used in 
World War II and that they had a Probability of Mission 
Completion (PMC) rate of ninety percent! Other tidbits 
he shared were that the pigeon’s average speed was thirty 
miles per hour (some, with a good tail wind, as high as 
sixty mph) and that there was actually a War Department 
Field Manual that addressed “Signal Pigeon Company” 
organization, equipment and training. (For the history buffs 
out there you can actually download a copy of this FM at 
https://ia801303.us.archive.org/26/items/FM11-8-nsia/FM11-
8.pdf
 
This served as an entertaining departure point for his 
recognizing many of the changes over the interceding 
decades. Changes that have led to the current need for 
things like Synthetic Training Environment (STE).   
STE will allow training our warfighters within more realistic 

environments that will more closely emulate the widely 
different ones that they are likely to face on the ever 
changing battlefield. Utilizing a STE for training is consistent 
with the new Assistant Secretary of the Army (Acquisition, 
Logistics, and Technology – ASA(ALT)) concept of the 
future. Mr. Jeffrey S. White current Acting ASA(ALT) in 
his address to the audience of the recently conducted 
APG Advance Planning Briefing to Industry (APBI) shared 
the thought that the company “Electronics Arts may have 
trained a whole generation of warfighters for us . . . . Let’s 
take advantage of that!”  

All this started me thinking about just how much has 
changed in the way that warfare is conducted, the way the 
US Army Acquisition Community has changed since I first 
became involved and, just how different the warfighter of 
today differs from that of the past. 

A few years ago, Tom Zalewski in one of his editions of this 
article introduced us to “The Beloit College Mindset List.”  
This list is intended to help in the understanding of the 
mindset of students heading into their first year of college.  
The latest version of this list can be found at: https://www.
beloit.edu/mindset/2021/. This Mindset List is also very 
applicable to the DoD acquisition community in that this 
is this same generation of individuals that are currently 
entering the Armed Services.  

The world itself and the human and state relationships 
within are constantly changing. Therefore, I would 
recommend watching the YouTube video entitled  
“DID YOU KNOW?” This video can be found at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u06BXgWbGvA. 
 
So, with spring, the Season of Change, well upon us  
I leave you with a thought from Mahatma Gandi  

“YOU MUST BE THE CHANGE YOU  
WISH TO SEE IN THE WORLD.”

Mark Nolletti, President 
AOC APG Susquehanna Chapter  



The U.S. Army’s Communications-Electronics 
Research, Development and Engineering Center, 
(CERDEC) hosted a technical exchange with 
industry May 2-4 at Aberdeen Proving Ground. 

More than 500 representatives from the 
defense industrial base, academia and 
government participated in the bi-annual event. 

CERDEC leadership shared information about 
their organizational missions and technical 
requirements in the following areas: Power 
and energy; Mission command; Assured 
PNT; Prototyping and integration; Processing 
exploitation and analysis; Augmented reality 
and novel displays; Countermine; Aided 

and automatic target recognition; Transport-
autonomy and intelligence; Transport-resiliency 
and situational understanding; Defensive cyber 
autonomy and resiliency.
 
Classified sessions on offensive cyber, machine 
learning and artificial intelligence, electronic 
warfare, signal collection, and exploitation and 
various radar topics were held on the final day. 

CERDEC leadership seeks continued input from 
industry in key science and technology programs 
through one-on-one meetings. Requests can be 
made via email to the Technology and Strategic 
Planning Office at usarmy.apg.rdecom-cerdec.
mbx.tim-request@mail.mil.

CERDEC Hosts Technical 
Exchange with Industry

In March, the APG Susquehanna Chapter awarded scholarships 
to eight college students enrolled in a technical sciences program.  
Tony Lisuzzo from Shipcom Wireless served as the scholarship  
selection committee chair. The recipients are:

Ryan Russell, a junior information technology major at Towson 
University; Kolbe Leonard, a senior computer science major at  
Towson University; Trevor Appelt, a freshman computer science  
major specializing in cybersecurity at Towson University;  
Trevor Dunn, a sophomore computer science major  at Harford Community College;  
Meera Patel, a senior computer engineering major specializing in communication engineering at 
University of Maryland Baltimore County; Themelis Cologer, a sophomore computer engineering major 
and mathematics minor at University of Maryland Baltimore County; Achuachua Tesoh-Snowsel, a 
senior computer engineering major specializing in cybersecurity at University of Maryland Baltimore 
County; Felix Dogbe, a sophomore computer science major at University of Maryland Baltimore County. 

SCHOLARSHIPS



Information from AFCEA Signal Magazine was used in this report

After years of lagging behind competitors in the battle for electromagnetic spectrum dominance, the 
U.S. Army may be catching up with reinforcement from technology researchers. But it may be the 
application of technology rather than the systems themselves that truly gives the Army an edge.

The Army has refocused its efforts in recent years and last year launched a massive modernization 
campaign. The Army shifted $1 billion in planned science and technology funding to better support 
modernization priorities, including a more robust, resilient and mobile network that also is less easily 
detected and targeted. 

That shift in funding required some hard choices for the Army’s Communications-Electronics 
Research, Development and Engineering Center (CERDEC) and CERDEC’s Intelligence and 
Information Warfare Directorate (I2WD), recalls Gary Blohm, who leads the I2WD. “The big thing 
we focused our moved dollars on was strengthening the network, making our network able to work 
through a contested environment, through electronic warfare attacks—making our waveforms more 
robust, making us harder to see,” Blohm says.

Those efforts are paying off, he suggests. “Because we started making this pivot, we’re certainly 
postured better. I think we’re doing pretty well,” the director says.

 

The Army’s cyber electromagnetic activities (CEMA) integrates cyberspace, electronic warfare, 
intelligence and information activities. The Army is experimenting with CEMA teams capable of 
deploying to support units across the service, including brigade combat teams.

CERDEC’s Cyber Blitz exercises are the premier experiments for the CEMA concept. They 
help operationalize innovative technology development and investments in alignment with Army 
priorities and field critical technologies for the service more quickly. Additionally, Cyber Blitz drives 
interoperability, and collaboration informs decisions across the training and doctrine, research and 
development, and acquisition communities. 

“Doing experimentation with soldiers is invaluable to us as technologists,” Blohm says. “Sometimes 
in the lab, things make all the sense in the world, and then you see how soldiers touch it, how they 
interpret that information,” he says. Ultimately, technology itself cannot win the next war. “Thinking 
of new and unique ways to apply these technologies is going to be the differentiator. The best 
technology doesn’t always win. It’s the best application of the technology that is key,” Blohm said. 

CERDEC I2WD DRIVING ARMY IW COMEBACK

CEMA EVOLVES



Demolition of the Myer Center started recently 
after the facility failed to be acquired for private 
development. 

The 700,000-square-feet building situated on 
38 acres was known as the “Hexagon” despite 
only having five sides. A sixth side was planned 
as part of an expansion which never happened 
because of budget realignments. The demolition 
is expected to take about six months. 

The former home of the Army Team C4ISR 
Enterprise is located at the Tinton Falls Reuse 
Area in the Charles Wood section of the 
defunct base. The fort’s redevelopment group, 
FMERA, tried to market the property but did 
not get any offers.

Tricon Enterprises, Inc. is the contractor for 
the demolition. T&M Associates is the project 
designer and engineer of record. 

Fort Monmouth’s ‘Hexagon’ 
building is getting torn down

The AOC APG Susquehanna Chapter Annual Business Meeting is planned for 11:30 a.m. on  
Thursday, June 28 at the Water’s Edge Events Center. CERDEC I2WD Deputy Director Mike Lombardi 
is invited to be our keynote speaker. Registration information will be released in the coming weeks. 

Information in this article was taken from the Asbury Park Press

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

SAVE THE DATE
T H E  A O C  A P G  S U S Q U E H A N N A  C H A P T E R



Major General Robert Daniel Morgan, Sr. Age 84, died peacefully 
on April 10, 2018 surrounded by his loving family. 

He entered the military service in 1955 and retired 34 years later 
as a Major General, U.S. Army. 

He served in Germany at the height of the Cold War and two 
tours of duty in Vietnam. 

Born in Buffalo, New York, General Morgan graduated from 
Canisius College with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business 
Administration and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army in 1955. He also earned a Masters Degree from 
Troy State University. His military education included the U.S. 
Army Signal School, the U.S. Army Aviation School, the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College, the Naval War College and 
the Defense Systems Management College. 

General Morgan’s Army career included assignments as Senior Army Aviator, U.S. Army Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam, Commander, 40th Signal Battalion, Vietnam, Program Manager 
Position Location Reporting Systems/Army Tactical Data Distribution System, Commander Research 
and Development Center, U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM), Fort 
Monmouth, New Jersey, Deputy Commanding General Procurement and Readiness, CECOM, and 
Commanding General CECOM and Fort Monmouth. 

His last assignment was Vice Director of Information Systems for Command, Control, 
Communications and Computers (DISC4), Office of the Secretary of the Army. 

Following his retirement from active duty in 1989, General Morgan joined Cypress International as 
Vice President, C4. He later became the President of RDM Defense Acquisition Consulting and a 
member of the Spectrum Group. 

On April 7, 2016, General Morgan was honored as one of the first inductees to the CECOM Hall of 
Fame at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. The Hall of Fame honors the heritage of CECOM and 
provides a testimony to the inductee’s achievements to the U.S. Army.

Former Fort Monmouth and  
CECOM Commander to be buried  
at Arlington National Cemetery
The Buffalo News



The Artificial Intelligence (AI) Signal Classification challenge launched April 27th is in support 
of the Army Rapid Capabilities (RCO). 

Participants must register at https://sites.mitre.org/armychallenge.
The Army RCO desires to incentivize Participants in providing new ideas and promoting 
innovation in the AI Signal Classification domain. Specifically, the Army RCO is in pursuit of 
innovative solutions for fighting in an increasingly dense electromagnetic environment against 
adversaries with well-developed electronic warfare (EW) capabilities. 

The Army RCO intends to make Prize awards for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place submissions.

The Army RCO, as a result of the EW AI Signal Classification Challenge competition, is to 
receive algorithms and AI implementations with a high degree of classification accuracy and 
performance (e.g., speed of classification, low CPU resource requirement) for integrating with 
Army Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) systems. 

The Army RCO AI Signal Classification Challenge will be open for 10 weeks from the date 
of the release of this notice, with the intent to award three agreements under the Other 
Transaction Authority. 

In addition to the awards made as a result of participation in the Army RCO AI Signal 
Classification Challenge, the Government intends to solicit proposals for additional funding 
opportunities for prototyping projects based on the availability of funds, basis for award, and 
criteria established under BAA W56JSR-18-S-0001

Eligibility to participate in the Army RCO signal classification challenge and win an award is 
limited to entities/individuals that:

1. Agree to the payment terms under section 20.

2. Are citizens and or legal residents of the United States, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, or 
the United Kingdom, and that the participant is not a federal entity or federal employee acting 
within the scope of employment. An individual or entity shall not be deemed ineligible because 
the individual or entity used federal facilities or consulted with federal employees during a 
competition if the facilities and employees are made available to all individuals and entities 
participating in the competition on an equitable basis.

Army RCO Signal  
Classification Challenge



CEMA IPT Leading 2018 Conference 
Planning; Call for Technical Papers
Planning for the 4th Annual Cyber Electromagnetic Activity Conference (CEMA) scheduled for 
October 23 - 25, 2018 at Aberdeen Proving Ground is being led by an Integrated Project Team 
(IPT). 

Marc Troiani, J.R. May, Giorgio Bertoli and Rod Knecht are serving as the IPT chairs with support 
from the following AOC National, Government and Industry leaders:
Mary Jane Jernigan; Amy Belicev; Christine Armstrong; Bill Taylor; Bill Whitford; Brett Lovelace; 
Catherine Cawthern; Diane McCafferty; Dennis Guidice; Eric Neumuller, Irene Booth; Fran Orzech; 
Heather Roelker; Ken Strayer; Larry Singer; Mark Nolletti; Noel Osborne; Sonya Long; and Tom 
Zalewski. 

The theme is “CEMA as a Critical Enabler to Modernization Priorities”.  
The event will showcase the important role CEMA technologies and capabilities can play in 
helping achieve the CSA’s top 6 priority areas:  Long Range precision Fire, Next Generation 
Combat vehicle, Future Vertical Lift, Network/C3I modernization, Advanced Missile Defense, and 
Soldier Lethality.   

Conference presentations may be Classified, TS/SCI US Only or REL FVEY, or Secret Releasable 
FVEY.

Please forward abstracts from the following 
topics to Ms. Christine Armstrong at  
armstrong@crows.org  before 20 July 2018. 

1.   Improved Survivability

2.   Precision Targeting 

3.   SIGINT / ELINT (ground, air, space)

4.    Mitigating Capability & Technology 
Obsolescence

5.   Non-Kinetic Fires

6.    Cyberspace Operations and the  
Multi-Domain Battle

7.    Leveraging National Capabilities and 
Systems and RF Countermeasures

8.   CEMA Operations and User Experience

9.    Acquisition and Programs Update

CALL FOR PAPERS
The committee is soliciting original papers 
from the United States and Five Eyes 
Nations, Government, Academia, Industry, 
Operators, and Subject Matter Experts 
to discuss current and emerging trends 
in Electronic Warfare, Cyber, Signals 
Intelligence, and Electromagnetic Spectrum 
Operations. Conference presentations may 
be classified TS/SCI US Only or REL FVEY, 
or Secret Releasable FVEY. 

IMPORTANT DATES:
Abstracts Due (MUST follow the  
attached template): 20 July 2018
Notification of Acceptance: 10 Aug 2018
Draft Agenda Published: 24 August 2018
Final Presentations with Foreign  
Disclosure paperwork: 14 September 2018
Security Clearance: 28 September 2018



 

 

 
Exhibit Contract 

The AOC Cyber & Electromagnetic Activity (CEMA) Symposium, co-hosted by AOC, CERDEC, PEO IEW&S and the AOC 
Susquehanna APG Roost, intends to bring the community together to educate, discuss and strategize these technical 
needs.  We anticipate more than 900 representatives from Military, Government, Industry and Academia supporting 
PEO IEW&S, CERDEC and related organizations from APG and other areas.  All attendees will be encouraged to tour the 
exhibits to learn about your unique solutions and insights.  This government co-sponsored event does not constitute federal 
sponsorship, sanction or endorsement of the non-federal entities (NFE) sponsors or the NFE activities. 
 
Exhibit Packages:   10’ backdrops are allowed.   

 Title:   $15,000 {Exclusive} -- SOLD OUT! 
➢ Company logo with hyperlink to your company site on the exhibit web page 
➢ Six (6) conference registration passes 
➢ 20 x 5 booth space at CEMA 2018 with six (6) booth personnel 
➢ Briefing by company representative included in the conference agenda – on topic/no sales pitch allowed 
➢ Title sponsor recognition with logo on a banner in the exhibit tent 
➢ Exclusive reception sponsor on Tuesday, October 23 (Venue TBD) 

 
 Platinum:  $7,500 {up to four}  
➢ Company logo with hyperlink to your company site on the exhibit web page  
➢ Three (3) conference registration passes 
➢ 20 x 5 booth space at CEMA 2018 with four (4) booth personnel 
➢ Co -Sponsor of Monday, October 22 or Wednesday, October 24 reception (Venue TBD) 

  
 Gold:  $5,000 {up to twelve} 
➢ Company logo on the exhibit web page  
➢ Two (2) conference registration passes 
➢ 10 x 5 booth space at CEMA 2018 with two (2) booth personnel 
➢ Co-Sponsor of breakfast or lunch (based on availability) 

 
 Silver:  $2,500   

➢ Company logo on the exhibit web page  
➢ One (1) conference registration pass 
➢ 10 x 5 booth space at CEMA 2018 with two (2) booth personnel 
➢ Co-Sponsor of golf cart transportation from CEMA tent to Blg 6000 or afternoon snacks (based on availability) 

  
 Current Susquehanna Small Business Chapter Sponsors:   $1,250 * Must be a current member of the Susquehanna Chapter 

 (NAICS 541712, Research and Development, Physical, Engineering, Life Sciences (except Biotechnology) 1,000 Employees) 
➢ Company logo on the exhibit web page  
➢ One (1) conference registration pass 
➢ 10 x 5 booth space at CEMA 2018 with two (2) booth personnel 



 

 

 
 
Exhibit Package Level:  _____________________  

Company Information       

Organization Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Company Contact: ________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _______________ 

Telephone: ______________________   Email: __________________________________   

URL: ____________________________________________ 

 
Payment Information  
50% nonrefundable deposit due with contract; final payment due on or before 14 September 2018: 
Make checks payable to:  Association of Old Crows 

Credit Card Payment (check one)  MasterCard      VISA      AMEX 

Card Number:  _____________________________________ Exp:  _______________________ 

Cardholder’s Name:  ____________________________________Signature: _________________________________________  

Date: _____________________Amount to charge: $______________________ 

Notes:  All balances must be paid in full prior to setting up.   Shipping information and exhibit set-up/tear-down/display hours will be 
sent NLT 10 September 2018.   Please return BOTH pages of the contract to:    Christine Armstrong at armstrong@crows.org or fax 
703-549-2589 

 



FIRST MI LAST RANK/TITLE

MAILING ADDRESS

COMPANY 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY

TELEPHONE FAX (OPTIONAL)

EMAIL

PAYMENT INFORMATION (Make checks payable to: Association of Old Crows)
*** I WOULD LIKE TO BE MEMBER OF APG SUSQUEHANNA CHAPTER***

1 Yr $45/ $25 3 Yrs–$115 LIFE–$500 STUDENT–$15 RETIRED–$15

AOC Educational Foundation Donation $

Payment (US dollars only) Check One:      Check enclosed          Visa MasterCard         American Express

Credit Card Number Expiration Date

Signature Date

Return to apgcrows@gmail.com     Recruited by  

Check here if you would like to be a part of the Information Operations Institute (IOI): The IO Institute is a 
department of the Association of Old Crows chartered by the AOC Board of Directors to give members of 
the IO community an opportunity to exchange ideas and keep informed about current and discrete devel-
opments in the field of Information Operations.

EMPLOYER TYPE PRINCIPLE JOB FUNCTION PRODUCT/SERVICE/APPLICATION
Army Management Corp EW/C2W Space Applications
Navy Management General Avionics Radar
Coast Guard Engineering R&D Intelligence Directed Energy
Marines Operations C3 IO
Air Force Marketing Computers Other
DoD Civilian Data Processing Electronics
Government Non-DoD Procurement Electro-Optics
Industry Production Communications
Education Engineering Support Test/Diag
Other Training Logistics 

Testing Consultant
Other Components

Association of Old Crows
1000 North Payne Street, Suite 200 | Alexandria, VA 22314 | Phone: 703-549-1600 | Fax:703-549-2589 

www.crows.org



First LastMI Rank/Title

Mailing Address

City

Telephone

Email - Business

State Zip Code Country

Date of Birth (mm/yyyy)

Email - Personal

Country of citizenship

Regular 1-Year Membership Regular 3-Year Membership 25 & Under 3-Year Membership

$45 $115 $0

If your email provider is a restrictive network (like .gov or .mil), you may want to provide a secondary, personal email address for backup communications.

AGE VERIFICATION INFORMATION

Age verification is required for the 25 & Under membership program. Verification can be 
achieved via the following measures:

A sponsor may verify this information. The role of sponsor may be filled by leadership at your local AOC Chapter, unit 
leadership (Armed Forces), employer contacts (Industry), or academic advisor (Students). Under “sponsor contact  
information” below, please provide an email address or phone number for your sponsor.

Sponsor Name Sponsor Contact Information

If you do not have a sponsor, please fax, email, or scan a valid ID (Driver’s License, Passport, ID Card) to either       
703-549-2589 attention Membership Department or blain@crows.org.

If you are unable to verify your age via the steps above, or have any questions, please contact the membership  
department at 703-549-1600 or blain@crows.org.



THANK YOU 
TO OUR CHAPTER SPONSORS!

G
O
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BRONZE

The Aberdeen Proving Ground Susquehanna 
Chapter of AOC has long been tied to the APG, 
formerly Fort Monmouth, community.  Since 
BRAC in 2005, and the subsequent move to APG, 
the AOC is in the process of establishing the 
Susquehanna chapter along with plans for support 
to APG and the local community to facilitate 
networking between government and industry 
officials in the intelligence, electronic warfare and 
cyber disciplines and provide much needed support 
to educational/scholarship and STEM activities. 

The Chapter will hold luncheons of interest to its 
members, support STEM related activities, provide 
scholarship opportunities to deserving students, 
and technical competitions to increase awareness of 
new and innovative technologies in the intelligence, 
electronic warfare and cyber domain.  

To continue the efforts outlined above, we need 
your support for without your participation we will 
not be able to continue to provide the networking, 
scholarships, and community outreach that we 
provide today.  

With this thought in mind, we have created a 
Sponsorship Program designed to fit most any 
company or individual, in an effort to provide the 
funding needed to support the Chapter’s overall 
community outreach program.   

Each Level provides  
the following benefits:
• Up to five seats at Chapter luncheons.
• Announcement of your Sponsorship through our    
  various media platforms.
• Recognition at chapter events throughout the year.
• Special Logo recognition on our Aberdeen  
  Proving Ground Susquehanna Chapter website.
• Your support listed on dozens of Chapter event  
  email which are broadcast to the entire APG  
  AOC membership database each year.

SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS
GOLD - $1,000, provides 5 seats as outlined above
SILVER - $500, provides 2 seats as outlined above
BRONZE - $250, provides 1 seat as outlined above 
& is for companies with 10 or fewer employees. 

To register on-line and pay via PayPal:  
http://aoc-apg.org/sponsorships/ 

To register off-line, mail the registration  
form below with check enclosed.

2018-2019 
OFFICERS
Mark Nolletti
PRESIDENT

Megan C. Sage
VICE PRESIDENT

Mike Zalewski
TREASURER

Mike Bowen
SECRETARY

Envision
Innovative Solutions

BECOME AN AOC SUSQUEHANNA SPONSOR


